Vilsack Says Dairy Industry Must Come Together

AP Wire Service
By Lisa Rathke, Associated Press Writer

BURLINGTON, VT (AP) — U.S. Agriculture Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack told struggling dairy farmers Feb. 13
that the USDA is committed to making milk prices more
stable and helping to create regional food systems linking
farmers with local consumers.

At a town hall meeting attended by Vermont’s congres-
sional delegation, Vilsack said the peaks and valleys of
the dairy industry have become “very severe and very fre-
quent” and that farmers are suffering across the country.
Temporary fixes, such as price supports, are not enough,
he said.

“| think it’s fair to say that the time has come for the
industry to come together,” he said. “For folks in Vermont
and Wisconsin and California and Mexico and all parts of
the United States who are interested and engaged in dairy

to come together and figure out a consensus approach so
that we can begin to create greater stability and greater
sustainability in the dairy industry.”

Farmers, who last year endured the lowest milk prices
in 40 years, urged Vilsack to act now, or risk losing more
farms. The average farmer has lost $100,000 and 50 Ver-
mont dairy farms have gone out of business in the last
year, said Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-VT, who asked Vilsack
to visit.

New Hampshire has lost more than 350 dairy farms in
the last five years. In Maine, dramatic losses have lev-
eled off thanks to a state program set up after hundreds
of dairy farms went out of business. By the end of last
year, there were about 340 dairy farms in Maine, down
from around 900 in the mid-1990s.

“Action is needed immediately; it cannot wait until
the 2012 farm bill,”” said Middlebury farmer Bob Farm-
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MARYLAND
Ag Industrial, Inc.
50 N. Greenmont Rd. ¢ Rising Sun,MD 2191 |
(410) 658-5568
Toll Free: (800) 442-5043
www.agindustrial.net

OKLAHOMA
Central New Holland
8408 West [-40 « Oklahoma City, OK 73128
(405) 495-6151
6700 North I-35 Industrial Blvd. ¢« Edmond, OK 78034
(405) 341-7829
www.centralnewholland.net
Toll Fee: (800) 256-1638

PENNSYLVANIA
Ag Industrial, Inc.
1562 Ben Franklin Hwy. ¢ Douglassville, PA 19518
(610) 323-2500
Toll Free: (800) 459-8800
www.agindustrial.net

COLORADO
Rusler Implement Company
29050 Hwy. 96 E. * Pueblo, CO 81001
(719) 948-3338
18911 Hwy. 50 « Rocky Ford, CO 80167
(719) 254-7842
www.ruslerimplement.com

OREGON
Wallowa Co. Grain Growers, Inc.
911 South River
Enterprise, OR 97828
(541) 426-3116

UTAH
Buttars Tractor Tremonton, Inc.
1640 W. Main Street
Tremonton, UT 84337
(435) 257-7000
Toll Free: (800) 850-7001

er, representing a host of farmer groups.

“Something’s gotta be done to put some money in the
milk checks for the Northeast and the rest of the nation,”
said Ken Dibbell of South New Berlin, N.Y.

Some farmers called for supply management of milk to
ensure stable, fair prices.

“We need to do something and the only way we can do
it is through supply management,” said Roger Rainville,
of Alburg.

If there is consensus for it across the country, Vilsack
said he would be all for it. He said he hoped the National
Dairy Council would meet soon to discuss the milk pricing
system and to tell the USDA and Congress what changes
are needed to make prices more stable and predictable.

“And I’m here to tell you today that we are absolutely
committed to trying to figure out to create that kind of sys-
tem,” he said. £
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